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I.

DENIS & LENORA FORETIA FOUNDATION BACKGROUND

The Denis & Lenora Foretia Foundation was established to catalyze Africa’s economic
transformation by focusing on science and technology, social entrepreneurship, innovation,
public health and progressive policies that create economic opportunities for all. The
Foundation works in partnership with local governments, policy makers, private enterprises,
civil society organizations as well as development partners to expand the resources available
to entrepreneurs, farmers, and small business owners in addition to improving individual
livelihoods.

I.1. Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics
(STEM): What Importance?
In 1960, Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of Cameroon, Ghana and South Korean economies
were not very much different, implying these economies were almost of the same size (i.e.
$618.7 million, $1.217 billion and $3.958 billion respectively). Over the period of 56 years
between 1960 and 2016, these previously similar economies have developed stark
differences. South Korea’s Gross Domestic Product is an estimated $1.411 trillion. A 356.5folds expansion representing 35549.3% increase from the initial amount of $3.958 billion.
Whereas the combined GDP of Cameroon and Ghana in 2016 is $74.907 billion. A mere 41fold expansion and a 3980.6% increase from the initial amount. This implies, South Korea’s
economy expanded 315.5-folds more than the economies of Ghana and Cameroon
combined during this period of 46 years.

I.2. What accounts for South Korea’s outperformance of
Cameroon and Ghana combined?
A significant variable that accounts for the South Korean economic expansion is investment
in Research and Development (R&D). Specifically R&D in science, technology, engineering
and mathematics (STEM). South Korea is among the World’s top ten, specifically the fifth in
terms of Research and Development (R&D) Investments with R&D funding mostly coming
from business enterprises.
Figure 1 below highlights Gross domestic expenditure on Research & Development as a
percentage of GDP for the year 2013. Note that no African nation has a percentage of more
than 1% and data is non-existent for many. Figure 2 shows the world’s top 10 leaders in
research and development.
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Figure 1: Gross Domestic Expenditure on R&D (Worlwide)

Figure 2: Top 10 Leaders in R&D Investments
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According to a 9th July report of the Scientific Advisory Board of the United Nation’s Secretary
General, investing up to 3.5% of a nation’s Gross Domestic Product in science, technology
and innovation-including basic science and education – is a key benchmark for advancing
sustainable development effectively. The authors, (scientists) further advised the UN
Secretary General that closing the current gap between developed and developing countries
depends on first closing international science, technology and innovation investment gaps,
thereby emphasizing the importance of science and technology.

I.3. What Is the STEM Prize Competition?
I.3.1. Aim of STEM Prize Competition
Science and Technology are becoming the most pervasive force in our global economy and
modern society. In other words, the growth and ultimately the success of any economy in
these modern times depend heavily on their investment and improvement in the fields of
science and technology. As our society becomes increasingly environmentally aware, health
conscious, and reliant on technology, it is normal it becomes more dependent on students
pursuing studies in STEM.
Since 2009, the Government of Cameroon (GoC) launched its strategy to make Cameroon
an emerging economy by the year 2035. For this vision to be realized, Cameroon needs to
produce more professionals in the field of STEM by increasing the number of youths studying
courses in STEM from 10% to at least 30%.
Hence, the aim of the STEM Prize Competition is to raise awareness on the importance of
STEM to an economy and encourage more youths to get into careers in STEM,
consequently, building a foundation for Cameroon’s 2035 vision to be achieved.

I.3.2. Recognizing the following:
1) The important role science and technology play in the successful development of any
economy;
2) The extremely low numbers of Cameroonian and African youths in the field of
Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM); and
3) The gross under-representation of women in STEM studies and profession in
Cameroon and Africa,
The Denis & Lenora Foretia Foundation is proud to announce the STEM Prize Competition
2019. This competition will recognize the efforts of young Cameroonians and Africans who
create original projects in the field of STEM that can be beneficial to their communities.

5

II.

PROGRAM DESIGN

The STEM Prize competition will consider applications from teams/groups of 2-5 members
between 13 to 21 years old. Each team will design a project that has the greatest potential
of positively improving their communities. The best projects will be chosen and the teams will
be invited to spend 3 days at the Denis & Lenora Foretia Foundation where they will
participate in several educational trainings. Prizes will be given out to the successful teams at
the end of the competition during the ‘Happy ending ceremony’.

II.1.

ELIGIBILITY

To be eligible for the STEM Prize Competition, applicants must be between 13 to 21 years
old and be citizen of any country within the CEMAC zone (Cameroon, Chad, Central
Africa Republic, Congo, Gabon and Equatorial Guinea). An application must be composed of
a team of at least two and at most five people, and must have at least one girl.

II.2.

PROJECT REQUIREMENTS

Project proposals will follow the outline below:








Names of applicants
Project title
Identification and elaboration of community problem
Proposed solution and licit method of solving problem based on recommendations.
Budget Planning and budget (NOT MORE THAN 1,500,000 FCFA)
Partners and project execution timeframe (1-year maximum)
Project Evaluation

II.3. APPLICATION PROCESS
All applications will be made on the foundation’s official website: www.foretiafoundation.org.
Simply visit the STEM Prize Website (www.stemprize.org) and click “Apply Now”, follow
the instructions, fill in all the required information and then submit.

II.4. EVALUATION
A team of designated independent evaluators will appraise submitted projects. These
evaluators will choose the Top 5 best projects based on their originality and beneficial
relevance to the community.

II.5. INVITATION FOR TOP TEAMS
The top teams as chosen by the evaluators will be invited to the Foundation’s headquarters
in Yaoundé to participate in a 3-days training workshop on research, career guidance,
leadership, entrepreneurship and project implementation. These trainings will be delivered by
top experts and trainers in the above fields.
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II.6. PRIZES
5,000,000 FCFA (approximately $10,000 US Dollars) will be awarded in prizes and will be
distributed as follows:





Winning team: 1,500,000 FCFA (≈ $3,000 USD)
1st Runner Up: 1,000,000 FCFA (≈ $2,000 USD)
2nd Runner Up: 750,000 FCFA (≈ $1,500 USD)
Other individual prizes: 1,750,000 FCFA (≈ $ 3,500 USD)

NB: The Foundation will work with all winning teams to get their projects up and
running.

II.7. HAPPY ENDING (AWARDS CEREMONY)
This event entails assembling our partner organizations and other organizations involved
with encouraging youths, especially girls and young women to pursue careers in STEM.
Invitation letters will be given to these organizations and the venue for the STEM Prize
awards will be arranged. The top five teams will be present to collect their awards and prizes.

II.8. PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION
All top 5 projects are expected to be completed within 1 year maximum after the award
ceremony. They will be expected to submit their project progress report after every 3 months
under the supervision of the Foundation until completion of the project.

III.













IMPORTANT DEADLINES

14th May 2019: Press Conference and Official Launch of the STEM PRIZE 2019
15th May 2019: Online Launch of the STEM PRIZE 2019 and Opening of the online
applications.
15th May 2019 – 27th Sept 2019: Receiving applications, rigorous and massive
communication using talks, online posts and flyers to student bodies and target groups.
30th Sept. 2019: Deadline for the submission of projects
1st Oct 2019 – 4th Oct 2019: Compilation of submitted applications
7th Oct 2019 – 11th Oct 2019: Pre-evaluation of submitted applications
14th Oct 2019 – 18th Oct 2019: Review and shortlisting of top projects
21st Oct 2019 – 25th Oct 2019: Official invitations sent to the top teams
28th Oct 2019 – 1st Nov 2019: Preparation of the award ceremony
26th Nov 2019: Arrival of the STEM finalists
27h Nov 2019 – 29th Dec 2019: 3 days training event for shortlisted teams and site visits
30th Nov. 2019: Happy Ending Awards Ceremony.
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IV.

COMMUNICATION OF PROGRAM

The program will be launched first through a Press Conference followed by online launching
of the program via the foundation’s official website and social media profiles using daily
banners to increase awareness about the program among the target population.
Secondly, intensive communication about the program will be achieved through flyers, posts
and talks, which will be shared and given to students in schools and holiday clubs. Different
Media’s organs such as Radio, Newspapers and TV shows, etc. will be important channels
through which awareness will be raised.

V.

ROLE OF SPONSORS AND BENEFITS
V.1. ROLE OF SPONSORS

The role of our sponsors will be to support this program by providing financial and/or material
support that will go towards publicizing this program as well as organizing the Happy Ending
Awards Ceremony. We will also encourage our sponsors to communicate this program and
its benefits to anyone or any interested organization.

V.2. BENEFITS TO SPONSORS
This is an opportunity for our valuable sponsors to advertise their brand and for them to be
part of a team that is building a foundation for the future of Cameroon and Africa. Sponsors’
banners will be showcased throughout the running of this competition and final event. They
can also suggest their logo for the advertisement of this competition.

VI.

TERMS & CONDITIONS OF THE STEM PRIZE
COMPETITION

1. By accepting the STEM PRIZE, the winners will be requested to play an active role in
promoting their awards and the STEM PRIZE in general. By accepting the prize, the
winners would be accepting to dedicate time to be an ambassador of the STEM
PRIZE.
2. The Foundation has the right to cancel the Prize at any time if a selected applicant is
found ineligible or does not fulfill the conditions laid down for the Prize. Any
misinterpretation of any kind will lead to removal from the competition.
3. All applicants are required to present original ideas, and failure to disclose ownership
may lead to disqualification. In case the innovation has been undertaken in
collaboration with other, the names and contacts of the other collaborators need to be
provided.
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4. The decision of the STEM PRIZE selection panel shall be final.
5. To avoid any conflict of interest, STEM PRIZE selection panels and technical
validation experts shall not be eligible to submit an entry.
6. The STEM PRIZE organizing team will ensure the strict protection of Intellectual
Property Rights and everyone involved in the STEM PRIZE selection process will be
required to sign a Non-Disclosure Agreement (NDA).
7. The STEM PRIZE organizing team might contact the applicants after the competition
to propose various options including networking and business opportunities.

“Almost everything that distinguishes the modern world from
earlier centuries is attributed to science” Bertrand Russell.

THE END.
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